


Requirements: 
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Goal: 
Desired Outcome:

To set up a new XML sitemap or optimize an existing one.

To set up and optimize your XML sitemap using the tips in this
guide, you must have access to your site’s Google Search Console
property. If your website is built with WordPress, you need to
install and activate Yoast SEO on your site.

After implementing the tips in this guide, you should be able to
have a sitemap that has been crawled by Google and also contains
your main URLs. The sitemap must also be well configured so that
search engines can easily crawl it.

Benefit: 
A sitemap allows the crawlers of search engines to easily find
what you want them to find. It also helps the crawlers to
understand the value each of your web pages offers.

You can apply the tips in this guide in Google spreadsheets,
Google Search Console, and your WordPress Admin Panel.

Where Can You Do This?:

When Can You Do This?: 
You can include a sitemap from the moment you build your
website. if you manually generated your website, the right thing
is to keep updating your sitemap whenever there is a page that
you want to index.

Who Can Do This?:
The process can be done by a professional that is in charge of
your website management or SEO.



A well-designed sitemap is the foundation of your site plan that you will
refer back to when you need to keep your team members in the right
direction. Ideally, you start designing your sitemap when you are familiar
with the project and have analyzed the processes involved.

A sitemap must put into consideration all you know about users, where
they target when they browse your website, the content of your site that
attracts them the most, and the commonest way through which they
consume the content on your website.
 
To design your sitemap, you need to get a list of the URLs that are on your
website. If you already have a sitemap on your site and you want to audit
it, then you can use that sitemap. If you are not using a CMS and you don’t
have the list of URLs of your website, then the person that developed your
website should be able to help.

Steps for Setting Up and
Optimizing an XML Sitemap

Design Your Sitemap
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Open Google Spreadsheet. Paste your URLs under the URL column.
State if you want to include each of the URLs in the sitemap or not
(do this under the ‘Include In Sitemap’ column). Type ‘Yes’ under
this column if the URLs meet the following conditions:

a. asiteaboutmemes.com/fall-sale-memes

b. asiteaboutmemes.com/fall-sale-memes?
irrelevant_parameter

The robots.txt file does not block the URL

Few URLs are pointing to duplicate content. For
instance:



The URL does not fall into the category of an irrelevant
system-generated file or page. For instance, if the URL
belongs to a configuration file or a system-generated log
file. Any URL that is irrelevant to the search engines or
your users (and URLs that shouldn’t be indexed) must
not be on the sitemap. Note that you have not removed a
URL from search engines by just removing it from the
sitemap.

The URL does not fall into the category of an irrelevant
system-generated file or page. For instance, if the URL
belongs to a configuration file or a system-generated log
file. Any URL that is irrelevant to the search engines or
your users (and URLs that shouldn’t be indexed) must
not be on the sitemap. Note that you have not removed a
URL from search engines by just removing it from the
sitemap.

The URL does not point towards sensitive information.
For instance, if you have pricing tables, internal
procedures, customer information, and other internal
documents, ensure they are not found on your sitemap.
The pages must be password protected and not indexed.

Under the Warnings column, assign a
‘Priority’ and a ‘Frequency’ for each of
the URLs that have been selected to be
in your sitemap. For Priority, assign a
value from 0.1 to 1. The value you assign
will be relative to other web pages.
Assign 0.1 for URLs with low priority and
1 for URLs with the highest priority.
 
To determine the priority of the URLs,
go through your URLs and decide the
ones that are valuable for your users
and the search engines. The default
value assigned for the URLs is 0.5. Don’t
waste your time on this step.

If you are not sure of the values to use,
you can assign a value of 0.5 for all the
priorities. If you have pages that are
more important (such as the Homepage
or Category page), assign the same
value to them.
 
Don’t make the mistake of assigning a
priority value of 1 to all pages. Doing so
will only inform Google that all the
pages have the same importance.
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For Frequency, select how frequently you want spiders to crawl your URLs. This is
not a command that spiders will follow. It is a data point that the spiders will use
and consider. You can choose between ‘Always,’ ‘Never,’ and ‘Hourly, Daily,
Weekly, Monthly, Yearly.’

Always
Select this option if your URL changes whenever you access it. For instance, if it
displays the exchange rate and changes every second.

Never
Select this option if the content of your URL is archived and cannot be updated
again. Ideally, you shouldn’t select this option.

Hourly, Daily, Weekly, Monthly, Yearly
Select the option that applies if your URL content is updated within any of these
intervals. Do not select ‘Yearly’ even if it applies. Also, don’t select ‘Hourly’ for all
your URLs unless you update them hourly.
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If you are familiar with CMS (content management systems) such as
Drupal, Joomla, or other content management systems, then the
functionality may be built-in (as in the case with Drupal) or you may have
an extension that you can use to generate the sitemap. This guide focuses
on WordPress websites.

Open the sitemap spreadsheet that you created earlier. Filter the
URLs that you have selected to appear on your sitemap.

Open Google Chrome and go to 
 http://www.timestampgenerator.com/tools/xml-sitemap-
from-list/

Copy the URLs from your spreadsheet and paste them into the
XML sitemap generator’s text box. Do this according to the
‘Priorities’ and ‘Frequencies’ on your Sitemap Design. Click ‘Add
to Queue’ until you finish adding all your URLs based on their
Priorities and Frequencies.

If you have a website that does not have a content management
system (or a custom website), then you can follow the steps below:

 

Generate Your Sitemap

Website without CMS
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Before you click ‘Add to Queue,’ ensure you delete the list of URLs that will
be in the text box. If you don’t do this, you will end up adding the URLs
many times to your sitemap. For instance, filter all the URLs whose Priority
is 0.5 and Frequency weekly. Then copy the list to the text box of the XML
sitemap generator.

After adding all your URLs to the queue, go down and click
‘Create Sitemap.’

Once you do this, your XML sitemap will start downloading.

The name of the file will be ‘sitemap.xml.’ If this is not so, then
rename it to ‘sitemap.xml.’

Upload the XML file to the root of your domain. For instance,
www.asiteaboutmemes.com/sitemap.xml. If you don’t know
how to upload files to your server (or you don’t have access to
carry out this task), then your website developer or the company
that helps you develop your website can help.

Add the line below to your file if you have a ‘Robots.txt’ file:

Sitemap: http://www.yourdomain.com/sitemap.xml

Replace ‘http://www.yourdomain.com’ with your website’s
domain name. For instance:

Sitemap:
http://www.asiteaboutmemes.com/sitemap.xml
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If all went well, then you can submit your sitemap. Don’t forget to
repeat this process regularly anytime you include more URLs to
your site. If you add lots of URLs regularly, then you can ask your
website developer or the company in charge of your website
development to come up with a solution that will update the
sitemap so that you don’t waste your time with excessive manual
work.

As stated earlier, your website developer (or the company that helps you to
develop your website) can help you if you don’t know how to upload files to your
server (or if you don’t have access to execute such a task).

WordPress Website
If you have a WordPress website, then follow the steps below:

Install Yoast SEO plugin.

Go to your WordPress Admin Panel sidebar and hover
‘SEO.’ Then click ‘XML Sitemaps.’ Enable ‘Advanced
features’ if you don’t see this option.

Click ‘SEO,’ then ‘Dashboard,’ and ‘Features.’

Click ‘Save Changes.’

Ensure you enable ‘XML Sitemap Functionality.’

Click ‘User Sitemap,’ then enable ‘Author/ user sitemap’ if
your site has many authors and you want Google to easily
and separately index the content published by those authors.

Click ‘Post Types.’

07Rank  Fortress  Digital  Agency  |  Page  07



Keep the pages in your sitemap unless you don’t want them on your sitemap.
Ideally, keep them on your sitemap. Hence, leave the default option the way it is.

Media (attachment)
It is not advisable to have ‘Media’ in your sitemap. This will not stop search
engines from indexing your media. This refers to separate pages that are
generated by WordPress whenever you upload new Media. For instance
http://www.asiteaboutmemes.com/blue-memes/blue-fire-meme

Posts
Keep your posts in your sitemap unless you don’t want your posts to be in your
sitemap. Ideally, you want the posts to be on your sitemap. Hence, leave the
default option the way it is.

Pages

Click ‘Excluded Posts,’ if while you were designing your sitemap you
found pages or pages that need to be excluded from your sitemap,
enter their ID in the ‘Posts to exclude’ box. If you don’t know your blog
post’s or page’s ID, click on ‘Posts’ (or ‘Pages’) on the sidebar, then click
‘All Posts,’ and click the blog post that you want to exclude from your
sitemap. You can identify the ID in your browser’s URL bar by locating it
in the URL (the number is next to ‘post=’).

Click ‘Taxonomies.’ If you are using ‘category’ and ‘tag’ on your pages
and posts (these features are on your WordPress), leave them as default.
If not, disable them.

Click ‘Save Changes.’
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Google Search Console (formerly referred to as Google Webmaster
Tool) allows you to control your site from the perspective of the
search engines. This free tool allows business owners, webmasters,
and marketers to have an in-depth understanding of how their
websites are appearing in the Google search index.

It also gives them the information they need to maintain the health
of their websites and to fix problems when they appear. Also, Google
Search Console allows Google to warn you about issues or penalties.

In a nutshell, submitting your sitemap to Google Search Console
helps Google bot to effectively crawl and index your site since it gives
the search engine a detailed list of the pages on your website.

Submit Your Sitemap to the
Google Search Console
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Before you implement the tips in this section, you need to set up Google
Search Console on your website. Once you set up Google Search Console,
follow the steps below to submit your sitemap:

Visit https://www.google.com/webmasters/tools.

Sign in with your Google account.

Select your website’s property if you have more than one
site.

Select ‘Sitemaps’ on the sidebar. If you are using the old
version of Google Search Console, then you should click
‘Try the new Search Console.’

Under ‘Add a new sitemap,’ type in the name of the file
of your sitemap. If you followed the steps in this guide
and you generated your sitemap manually, type
‘sitemap.xml.’ If you generated the sitemap through the
Yoast SEO plugin, type ‘sitemap_index.xml.’ Do these
after your domain name, then click ‘Submit.’

Click ‘Got it’ in the new window that opens.

If all went well, your sitemap will be fetched by Google
successfully. You will be shown an error if your sitemap
did not submit successfully.
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A valid XML sitemap that can be easily read
by search engines is important for your
website’s SEO. You can enhance your site’s
presence on the index of search engines by
making their job easy and giving them
more information about your website’s
structure and the content on it.
 
As revealed in the steps above, it is easy to
create and optimize an XML sitemap. If you
publish lots of new content regularly and
you want Google to index them as quickly
as possible, or if you have tons of pages
(maybe you run an e-commerce site), a
sitemap is the best way to submit your
information directly to Google.

Wrapping UpWrapping Up
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